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DEPARTMENT MEETING 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 10, 2021

ONLINE — MEETING BEGINS AT 9:30 AM

Meeting Instructions via Zoom
To join the online meeting,

click the link below:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5348041177?p
wd=SHRqMU5BRkZkRk9wMFh6ZHhCY

kw0UT09

Online Meeting and Passcode:
Meeting ID: 534 804 1177

Passcode: 1JTpm2

If  you plan on joining by phone (not 
recommended), you can find a phone 

number by clicking the link below: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kd655A9QhX

Telephonic Meeting and Passcode:
 Meeting ID: 534 804 1177

Passcode: 874451
There are also apps you can download for your phone or tablet 
in the Google Play or Apple App Stores, if  you prefer.

Hope to have everyone on the call for the Department of  
Florida Quarterly Meeting.  And even though we are not 
physically together, breakfast does not have to be "Virtual" - 
you can really eat!

JWV National: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishWarVeterans 

State of Florida: 
https://www.facebook.com/floridajwv

Important 
Links

(Click on the links below:)

• The Jewish Veteran, Vol. 74, No. 4 — 2020

• JWV Online Membership Application

• JWV Online Store

• Dept of  Florida Online Donation Page

• Post Management/Forms

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5348041177?pwd=SHRqMU5BRkZkRk9wMFh6ZHhCYkw0UT09 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5348041177?pwd=SHRqMU5BRkZkRk9wMFh6ZHhCYkw0UT09 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5348041177?pwd=SHRqMU5BRkZkRk9wMFh6ZHhCYkw0UT09 
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kd655A9QhX 
https://www.jwv.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/The-Jewish-Veteran-Issue-4-2020.pdf
https://www.jwv.org/online_membership/users/membership
https://www.asbaces.com/newaces/(S(id3b5334p4lqg3eclgd3v1yi))/storefront.aspx
https://floridajwv.square.site/
https://www.jwv.org/membership/for-members/post-management/
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FROM THE 
DEPARTMENT 
COMMANDER

JWV FLORIDA
DEPARMENT OFFICERS
Commander: Larry Jasper (373)

C: 813-404-5616 • lmjasper@reagan.com
Sr. V. Commander: Harvey Charter (400)

H: 239-561-6535 • hbcharter@aol.com
1st Jr. V. Commander: Steve Jockers (243)

H: 954-383-5317 • stephenjockers@bellsouth.net
2nd Jr. V. Commander: Bernard Nachimson (321)

H: 561-866-2218 • docknock713@yahoo.com
3rd Jr. V. Commander: Richard Berg (265)

C: 908-296-8648 • richaberg@gmail.com
4th Jr. V. Commander:  Vacant
Judge Advocate: PNC David Magidson (243)

C: 305-775-3051 • dlmagid@hotmail.com
Adjutant: Jennifer Brande (243)

C: 201-281-8037 • jennifer.l.brande@gmail.com
Chaplain: Richard Berg (265)
   C: 908-296-8648 • richaberg@gmail.com 
Quartermaster: Ike Heller (243)

H: 954-435-8087 • ikeheller@gmail.com
Veteran’s Service Officer: Gerald Rennert

C: 954-415-4050 • vaclaimspro2@aol.com
Chief of Staff: Michael Corbett (440)

H: 561-742-8016 • ocusmc@hotmail.com
Auxiliary President: Verna Rosenzweig

H: 954-426-1960 • vr5240@yahoo.com

It is with profound sadness that I need to inform those who 
do not already know that on December 26th, Susan Pickard, 
beloved wife of  PNC Dr. Robert Pickard, and dear member of  
the Department of  Florida family, passed away.  Susan has been 
a valued asset to this Department for many years.  In addition to 
many other things, she was the driving force behind scheduling 
our appointments for our legislative visits to Capitol Hill every 
year.  On behalf  of  the Department of  Florida, I wish to offer 
our deepest sympathy to Dr. Pickard and his entire family. 
Susan will be sorely missed.
Additionally, on December 28th we lost another member of  
our JWV family, PDC Robert Nussbaum.  Robert is from 
Illinois; he was currently serving as the Chief  of  Staff  to both 
the National Commander and the Department of  Illinois 
Commander.  Our deepest sympathy also goes out to his sister 
Nancy and their entire family.
It is unfortunate anytime we lose a loved one, but especially so 
during a holiday period, a time when we should be welcoming 
a new year with hopes of  better things to come and an end to 
this terrible pandemic.  
All Post Commanders should ensure that periodic wellness 
checks are being made to keep up with their members during 
these difficult times.  Please have your Alpha Roster handy 
when these calls are made so you can verify your membership/
patron data.  Please be sure to forward any changes to me so 
the Department roster can be kept up to date.
I have been researching some of  our Post rosters for accuracy 
– I have been focusing on those with no apparent leadership.  
What I have found has been distressing.  In one case I found 
nearly half  the members on the roster were deceased and in 
another case 25% were deceased and 25% had permanent out 
of  state addresses.  In one case the deceased member passed 
away in 2006 and it was never reported – so he was carried for 
14 years.  It is extremely important that commanders verify the 
accuracy of  their rosters.
We are always seeking new ways to recruit new members, 
but we must remember that it is equally important to retain 
those we have.  During this pandemic, Nationally, many posts, 
and some Departments, have not conducted any meetings, in 
person or virtual.  This will undoubtedly have an impact on 
retention when it comes time to renew annual membership.  
Please stay in contact with your members.  If  any commander 
needs assistance setting up a virtual meeting, please contact me.
At the January meeting I will open the nomination process for 
Department positions.  Anyone interesting in serving please 
be prepared to make your intentions known.  Leadership at all 

— Continued on Page 3

Media Outreach EffortsMedia Outreach Efforts
Please ask the leader of your local Shul/Please ask the leader of your local Shul/
Temple/Congregation/Synagogue/Chabad/Temple/Congregation/Synagogue/Chabad/
Jewish Community Center (JCC) or your Jewish Community Center (JCC) or your 
Jewish community partners if they can Jewish community partners if they can 
add the The Jewish Veteran link on their add the The Jewish Veteran link on their 
organization website, newsletter, or on their organization website, newsletter, or on their 
electronic bulletin board. electronic bulletin board. 

Click here to access the latest issue of The Click here to access the latest issue of The 
Jewish Veteran.Jewish Veteran.

https://www.jwv.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/The-Jewish-Veteran-Issue-4-2020.pdf
https://www.jwv.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/The-Jewish-Veteran-Issue-4-2020.pdf
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levels needs new blood to remain vibrant and the Department 
is no exception.  The current officers have worked hard and are 
to be commended on their performance.  But no one should 
remain in one position forever, so please consider stepping up 
to accept new challenges.
We have several upcoming events you should know about.  
On January 28 – 29 (Thursday-Friday) the National Executive 
Committee (NEC) will meet virtually.  It was originally scheduled 
to be in Orlando, but due to the pandemic, it was necessary to 
make the shift to virtual. All JWV members are encouraged 
to attend, not only NEC representatives.  To register for the 
meeting, go the National website, JWV.Org, and at the top is 
a “click here” button which will bring you to the schedule and 
registration.
On Sunday April 25th  we will hold our next quarterly meeting.  
This one will be different.  We will begin our meeting at 0930 
and at 1000 we will be joining with the Suncoast Chapter of  the 
AUSA (Association of  the United States Army) on a Zoom call 
with BG (R) Gideon Avidor and others from the IDF. They will 
be in Israel.  The presentation will be on the 1973 Yom Kippur 
War. 
 BG Avidor has a BA in History from Tel-Aviv University and 
a MA from Haifa University in Geography.  He graduated from 
the US Army Command and General Staff  College (CGSC) in 
1978 and from the Israeli National Defence College in 1982.  He 
participated at various levels in the 1967, 1973 and 1982 wars. 
Between 1983 and 1986, he served as the Israeli Ministry of  
Defense and the IDF Defense Adviser to Singapore, Australia, 
New Zealand, and the Philippines.  He retired in 1999 after 42 
years of  service.  
From  2007 to 2011 he established and managed the Institute 
for land Warfare Studies in Latrun and in 2012 he established 
and managed the Institute for Advanced military Thinking as a 
non-profit private organization. 
At the time of  the 1973 war he was the IDF G3.  He will give 
a 15-minute overview of  the war then open it up to Q&A.  
He will be followed by 2 former Battalion and/or Brigade 
Commanders who were in the fight both on the Golan Heights 
and the Sinai.  Each will give a 15-minute presentation of  the 
battle on their front followed by a Q&A session.  There is a 
possibility we may also have a former commander from Syria 
who will give his perspective on the fight.  I am still finalizing 
the details at this time.  We will open the presentation to all of  
JWV as well as AUSA.  I believe this will be a most interesting 
presentation.
Our Department meeting on April 25th will be concise to 
accommodate the presentation.  At that meeting we will 
announce the proposed slate of  officers for the upcoming year 
and take any additional nominations. 
On Sunday June 6th we will hold our annual Department 
Convention.  I am being optimistic that we will have sufficient 
people successfully vaccinated by then to have the meeting in 
person.  We have reserved the Delray Beach Golf  Club for the 

DC’s MESSAGE (Continued from page 2)
event.  We will be joined by National Commander Jeff  Sacks 
and Auxiliary National President Natalie Blank.  Details to 
follow.
One last but important item: if  you have not already registered 
with the VA for health care, you should do it as soon as 
possible.  Even if  you have Tricare, Medicare, or other health 
insurance, if  you served, you should register.  Why? Because 
you may be eligible for no cost prescriptions, medical care, and 
there is a possibility you (if  you want it) may be able to get 
the Covid vaccine faster than waiting to get it outside the VA 
system.  Also, the new Defense Act which will be approved by 
the time you read this provides for more presumptive illnesses 
for Vietnam vets.  Sign up is easy: call 877-222-8387 Monday 
– Friday, 7 am – 7 pm central, or go online to: https://www.
myhealth.va.gov and click the “register” button.  Once you 
complete the application you will receive a call from a VA rep 
who will walk you through the rest of  the process.  The rep 
will set up an appointment for you to get your VA Health Care 
ID (photo) and make an initial evaluation appointment for 
you. You can also sign up to show your interest in getting the 
vaccine at  https://www.va.gov/health-care/covid-19-vaccine/
stay-informed.   Don’t wait!
I want to wish everyone a happy, healthy, and safe new year, one 
that is better than 2020, and brings with it many better things.
L’Shalom,
Larry

The agency currently has several dozen customer service 
lines, each set to address a different issue. That has now 
changed with the addition of  the new single access telephone 
contact point that VA officials say will alleviate confusion 
and make it easier for veterans, families, caregivers, and 
survivors to reach a live agent that can provide assistance. 

The new number is 800-MyVA411 (800-698-
2411) and provides a single access point to all VA contact 
centers. The number is available anytime 24/7/365. The 
other numbers are not going away. That means if  you can't 
remember or lose the new number, the line you've been 
using for years to contact your desired division will still 
work. 

VA Now Has 
One Centralized 
Phone Number 

for all 
Customer 

Service
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Jewish War Veterans of the USA
Department of Florida

Quarterly Meeting Agenda
January 10th, 2021

Opening of  Meeting:       DC Larry Jasper
Introduction of  Guests & Visitors:      DC Larry Jasper
 National Adjutant:   Alan Paley
 Past National Commanders:
 Past Department Commanders: 
 Post Commanders: 
 Visitors:  Illinois DC & Marketing Committee Chair:  DC Howard Goldstein
Roll Call         Adjutant Jennifer Brande
Presentation on Member Research Study:     DC Howard Goldstein
Adjutant’s Report        Minutes published in newsletter
Quartermaster’s Report       Ike Heller
Committee Reports:
 National Policy Committee      PNC Ferdie
Upcoming NEC Meeting       PNC Magidson 
 Trustees        Jules Golumbik
 Archives        Debra Stern
 National Convention       PNC Goldwasser
 National Stamp Program      PDC/National Chairman Corbett
 Any other committees to report
Officer Reports: 
 Department Commander      Larry Jasper
 Sr. Vice Commander       Harvey Charter
 1st Jr. Vice Commander      Steve Jockers 
2nd Jr. Vice Commander       Bernard Nachimson
3rd Jr. Vice Commander       Richard Berg   
 Chief  of  Staff        PDC Michael Corbett
 Veterans Service Officer      Gerald Rennert
 Chaplain        Richard Berg
Old and Unfinished Business:
New Business:
 1. The NEC
 2. Merger of  Post 459 with Post 631
 3. Nominations  for Department officers
 4. April Meeting
 5.  JWV-FL.org – our web site is up and running and we need more content
Good and Welfare
Closing Ceremony        DC Larry Jasper

11 O’Clock Ceremony: We will mention the loss of  any departed comrades since the last Department meeting.

Agenda is Subject to Change
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Department Commander’s Report
Department of  Florida Commander’s Report for January 2021:

1.  I have conducted monthly meetings with my post virtually.

2. I have represented the Department of  Florida at the bi-
monthly meetings of  the Florida Veterans Council.  We are 
slated to go to Tallahassee to meet with state legislators on 
January 13th  to discuss Florida veteran related legislation 
issues, if  allowed access.

3. I participated in Marketing Committee virtual meetings every 
2 weeks.

4. I participated in Gulf  War Committee virtual meetings every 
month.

5. I participated in the meeting of  the Board of  Directors of  
the National Museum of  American Jewish Military History.

6. I have worked with several posts to set up virtual meetings.

7. I have been working to merge Post 459 with Post 631.

8. I scrubbed the roster for Post 459 and found 10 listed 
members were deceased, as far back as 2006 and 10 members 
who have permanent addresses out of  state.  Letters were sent 
to all members about the merger and offering to transfer out of  
state members to a local post.

9. I have been working on a continuous basis to update 
our membership roster. I want to get a current list of  email 
addresses for our members. We only have about 50% of  our 
members with a listed email address.  I have requested that 
all posts send me updated lists, but to date, I have only had 
responses from 2 posts. This means that only half  of  our 
members are receiving mailings directly. Post Commanders are 
responsible for getting copies of  the Quarterly Newsletter and 
other pertinent information to those members without listed 
email addresses. I understand that some of  our older members 
may not use email, but I do not believe that is half  of  our 
membership. I need the help of  all our Staff  and Commanders 
in getting this information.

10. The above also pertains to phone numbers. According to 
national, nearly half  our members do not have a phone number 
listed. I find it hard to believe than any of  our members do not 
have phones. Please help by sending me this information. Look 
at your Post rosters and see what is missing.

11. We have created a Department Commander’s Committee 
under the leadership of  NVC Paley and had our first meeting.  
The purpose of  this committee is to share concerns, issues, and 
solutions.  Our next meeting is Monday January 11th.

12. I am continuing to work on an initiative to create a video that 
shows JWV from the perspective of  our members – nationally.  
I am contacting all Department and Post Commanders to ask 
their members to send clips of  their members telling why they 
joined and why they stay.  These will be professionally edited 
into a video that can be distributed and used nationally for 
recruiting.  Currently there does not seem to be a video on JWV.

13. As I mentioned in the past, about 2 years ago an underwater 
Veterans Memorial was begun and is now more than half  
finished.  There are 14 statues in about 35-40 feet of  water 
about 10 miles off  Clearwater Beach.  Rabbi Elson, who is 
the Vice President and Director of  the Jewish Welfare Board 
Jewish Chaplains Council located in New York, was to come 
to Florida around Veterans Day to dive the memorial with me.  
Unfortunately, Hurricane Eta cancelled those plans.  We have 
had to cancel twice due to storms.  We have rescheduled again 
– this time we will attempt on January 20th.  We will be taking 
underwater photos with the JWV and JWB flags.  We will also 
be laying a wreath on the memorial.

14. As mentioned in my Department Commander’s Message, I 
am working with the AUSA and retired IDF members to bring 
an exciting presentation for our April meeting.  This will be 
a firsthand look at the 1973 war from the Commanders who 
were on the ground.  I plan to turn this into a recruiting event.  
I will very soon have a flyer developed and want every Post 
Commander to have it distributed to all Jewish entities in their 
area, inviting their members to join the presentation, thus 
giving us exposure and hopefully new members.  I am planning 
to make this available to the entire JWV.

15. I am concerned about how many members will renew 
their annual membership this month.  Since many Posts have 
not been active due to the pandemic, I am concerned about 
members renewing.  I am urging all Post Commanders to reach 
out to their members to do a New Year checkup and at the 
same time update their roster and encourage members to renew.  
I have discussed this concern with the National Membership 
Chair and the National Commander.  If  anyone has financial 
difficulty paying dues due to the pandemic (or any other valid 
reason), we will assist them.  Commanders need to reach out 
and let me know of  anyone needing assistance.

16. Last but not least, I have recently moved.  If  anyone needs 
to send me anything via snail mail, my new address is: 4469 
Keyes Ave., Spring Hill, FL 34606-1664.  My cell remains the 
same – 813-404-5616.
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Staff Reports
1st Jr Vice Commander’s Report:
For the period: Oct-Dec, 2020

1. E-Mails to all post in Dade, Broward and Palm Beach RE: 
Holiday notices, copies of  national news, various Covid e mails 
from VA, and Misc.

2. E-Mails to all post in Dade, Broward and Palm Beach RE 
the importance of  holding meetings monthly and to keep post 
active

3 Telephone calls from various members to obtain information 
and status relating to the Covid as it relates to their VA benefits.

4. Preparation of  2nd Quarter Reports

5. Assisted the Department Quartermaster in the posting of  
the books and the preparation of  the Quarterly Reports

Respectively submitted,

Steve Jockers
1st Jr Vice Commander

Quartermaster’s Report:

 Cash Basis  JEWISH WAR VETERIANS OF THE USA, DEPT OF FLORIDA
 Cash Flow Convention

 July through December 2020

Jul - Sep 20 Oct - Dec 20 TOTAL
Ordinary Income/Expense

Income
3059-Donations 50.00 0.00 50.00

Total Income 50.00 0.00 50.00
Expense

7050-Bank Charges 42.00 14.00 56.00
Total Expense 42.00 14.00 56.00

Net Ordinary Income 8.00 -14.00 -6.00
Net Income 8.00 -14.00 -6.00

Opening Bank Balance October 1, 2020              $ 7,273.78
Closing Bank Balance Decembert 31, 2020         $ 7,273.78

 Page 1 of 1
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Annual Post/Department Requirements
Post Elections:   Between January and April each year.
Department Elections: Held at Department Convention, warrant to National Attn: Harrison Heller following Department 
Convention.
Post Installations:  Within 60 days of  election; send Warrant to National Attn: Harrison Heller, due by end of June.
Financial Board Report:  Sent to posts by end of  February and returned to National Attn: Harrison Heller no later than May 1st.
990N:  Sent to IRS with copy to National Attn: Harrison Heller by May 1st along with the Financial Board Report.   
Fidelity Bond:  Bill is sent by National to Post in December and payment is due by February. Send to National Attn: Christy Turner.
Liability Insurance:  Can be purchased through National or separately and proof  of  insurance should be sent at the same time as 
the Financial Board Report by May 1st  to National Attn: Christy Turner.
Dues update:  is sent to posts and departments between April and June and needs to be returned before July 1st when dues are set 
for the year.  Send to national Attn: Harrison Heller.
Membership Updates: Should be sent as they occur to the National Membership Department,  Department Adjutant, and 
Department Commander and should include address, phone, and email updates; deaths; transfers; and post contact information.
Delegate form for National Convention: Sent to each post between May and June and needs to be returned to National Membership 
Department at least 15 days prior to the National Convention.  Each post gets 1 delegate for every 10 members who are current on 
their dues status. Copy should be sent to Department Commander and Adjutant.
Report of  Convention Form: Department submit to National Attn: Harrison Heller not later than 15 days prior to convention.

 Cash Basis  JEWISH WAR VETERIANS OF THE USA, DEPT OF FLORIDA
 Cash Flow-Operating
 July through December 2020

Jul - Sep 20 Oct - Dec 20 TOTAL
Ordinary Income/Expense

Income
3120-Per Capita 342.25 919.50 1,261.75

Total Income 342.25 919.50 1,261.75
Expense

7587-Website 240.00 0.00 240.00
Total Expense 240.00 0.00 240.00

Net Ordinary Income 102.25 919.50 1,021.75
Net Income 102.25 919.50 1,021.75

 Opening Bank Balance Oct 1, 2020                    $ 21,228.49
Closing Bank Balance December 31, 2020          $ 22,147.99

 Page 1 of 1
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Meeting will be held virtually — 
details forthcoming

As mentioned earlier, I am working with the AUSA and 
retired IDF members to bring an exciting presentation for 
our April meeting.  This will be a firsthand look at the 1973 
war from the Commanders who were on the ground.  I 
plan to turn this into a recruiting event.  I will very soon 
have a flyer developed and want every Post Commander 
to have it distributed to all Jewish entities in their area, 
inviting their members to join the presentation, thus giving 
us exposure and hopefully new members.  I am planning 
to make this available to the entire JWV.

Next Quarterly Meeting
Joint Meeting with

0930@

Important Resources to 
Support Our Nation's Heroes

(Click on any of  the links below or head to www.jwv-fl.org 
and click on the link at the top of  the page.)

Courtesy of: Ryan MacKenzie from Thankyouveteran.com
Matching Career Options with Personality Types
Veterans Employment Assistance
Career Advice for Veterans: Interviewing Tips
What is a VA Home Loan?
Mortgage Assistance Programs for Veterans
Moving Companies with Military Discounts
At-Home Services That Can Help Senior Veterans
Veterans' Health Care: Costs & Co-Payments
Military & Veterans Mental Health Issues
Counseling, Crisis Help, & Suicide Prevention for Our Military 
Community

Israel's economy is in a bad way, inflation is getting 
higher and immigrants are flooding in from all over the 
world. Problems, problems, problems, but what should 
they do? So the Knesset holds a special session to 
come up with a solution. 
After several hours of talk without progress one member, 
Yitzhak, stands up and says "Quiet everyone, I've got 
it, I've got the solution to all our problems. We'll declare 
war on the United States." 
Everyone starts shouting at once. "You're nuts! That's 
crazy!" 
"Hear me out!" says Yitzhak. "We declare war. We lose. 
The United States does what she always does when 
she defeats a country. She rebuilds everything; our 
highways, airports, shipping ports, schools, hospitals, 
factories, and loans us money, and sends us food aid. 
Our problems would be over. 
"Sure," says Benny, another minister, "that's if we lose. 
But what if we win?" 

On the Lighter Side...

http://www.jwv-fl.org
https://www.mymilitarybenefits.com/employment/matching-career-options-with-personality-types/
https://www.dav.org/veterans/employment-resources/
https://www.militaryhire.com/blog/vets/tags/interviewing
https://www.redfin.com/definition/va-loan
https://turnkeyhomeloan.com/mortgage-help-for-veterans/
https://www.move.org/military-discount-moving-companies/
https://www.homeadvisor.com/r/home-services-that-help-senior-veterans/
https://www.military.com/benefits/veterans-health-care/va-health-care-cost-and-copayments.html
https://www.goodtherapy.org/learn-about-therapy/issues/veterans-mental-health-issues
http://www.operationwearehere.com/Counseling.html
http://www.operationwearehere.com/Counseling.html
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POST 373:
In lieu of  the usual monthly outings we provide to patients at 
the James A. Haley VA Hospital in Tampa, we have had lunches 
brought to the hospital.  We have had to deliver them to the 
entrance where staff  would take it in.
We provided $500 in canteen coupons to be distributed to the 
patients for the holiday gift event.
We participated in 2 Veteran’s Day events at 2 local synagogues, 
at outdoor services while following CDC guidelines for 
distancing and masks.
We continue to hold virtual monthly meetings with guest 
speakers whenever possible.

POST 352:
We at Post 352, are in the midst of  raising money for our 
veterans. For the last few days we have been holding our poppies 
event at one of  our local venues (Loews), On Hwy 441/27 here 
in the Villages, with good monetary results. Tomorrow will be 
our last day at that location.
On December 7, 2020, (Pearl Harbor day), our Color Guard 
was all set to open the ceremony at the Village Memorial park, 
but there was a blunder made on behalf  of  Villager’s Memorial 
committee, and so we had to relinquish our position on the 
opening ceremony.  This was the first time anything like this 
happened to our Color Guard. I had Stu Lesser, our Color 
Guard Commander, write them an email stating our case on 
their error. If  you wish, I can send you the email on what Stu 
said in his email.
On that same day, the Villages Daily Sun newspaper ran an 
extensive article on Veterans of  WWII. Our own JWV member 
Irvin Locker, received a page and a half  on his accomplishments 
of  that war. I can also mail you a copy of  that article, if  you 
wish.
Due to the Coronavirus, the Poppies drive was cancelled on 
Veterans day.  However, Post 353  had aquired money from 
the previous year to donate sufficient funds to four different 
veterans organizations in October, 2020.

POST 639:
During the period of  the Pandemic lockdown and restrictions, 
Post 639 has tried to be active with the use of  Zoom.  Although 
we could not do our annual Poppy Drive Fundraisers for 
Memorial and Veterans Day, I did circulate a letter to our Post 
members, as well as to our Jewish Federation (which circulated 
the letter to our Jewish Community).  I asked for donations, 
and we received a few thousand dollars.  With money that we 
already had in our coffers per past fundraising activities, plus 
this added amount, we gave a donation to the Viera Veterans 
Hospital, and to a few other local veterans groups.

POST 440:
Our Executive Board has been busy trying to reach-out to 
members, most of  whom do not have e-mail.  We sent 2 e-mail 
messages to about 20 members each and received but a single 
response.  Our next hard copy newsletter will be sent by 4 
January.  

We have been deep into considering what to do to revitalize our 
Post, once the largest in Florida, we are now down to a Board 
of  4 - 5 people as of  the pre-COVID days (you all remember?).  
We know it is still months away from a time when we may ask 
our folks to stand on street corners seeking new members so, 
what to do.  
The local Jewish newspaper, The Jewish Journal seems 
disinterested in our newsworthy items, likely waiting for us 
to spend money on advertisements space which our older 
members are reluctant to do.  
We are considering membership incentives such as, when an 
existing member signs-up a new member they get their name 
in a hat; when an existing member renews a lapsed member 
(one who has not paid dues for more than a year), they get their 
name in the hat.  At the end of  a specific period, one name 
will be drawn for free LIFE membership, another to have their 
dues paid for the coming year.  Another hat will contain the 
names of  all “Regular” paid-up members and one or two will 
have their names drawn for free dues for the following year.  
As well, we are considering incentives for new members, as 
follows:  when they sign-up for the current year, their name 
goes in a different hat; at the end of  the year one name will be 
drawn for free LIFE membership, another for dues to be paid 
by the Post for the coming year.  Now, we have to find enough 
hats to do all this.  What more does anyone think we may do?  
Well, we have to get the word out to the Jewish community 
within our service area to interest them in our organization 
in the first place.  If  they don’t know we exist or, they may 
not know where we are, then how can they consider parting 
with the dues payment?  Since few are interested in paying for 
advertisement space in the local Jewish newspaper, we thought 
of  making professional-looking posters and asking Jewish-
owned businesses and organizations/synagogues/JCC’s to 
place them in prominent locations.   
We presently are searching the Museum archives for a 
representative image to place on a poster; something that will 
attract attention of  the Jewish community, will generate interest 
in our organization and, will motivate eligible members to 
contact us or attend a meeting.  The Poster will also have to be 
attractive to potential patrons of  the organization.  We realize 
this is a tall order but, unless someone has the magic elixir that 
will bring them to us, we are left only to “build it” so they “will 
come.”
You may recall that Post 440 purchased a bus many years ago 
and gave it to the VA; it was wheelchair capable and worked quite 
well until just about 4 years ago when the engine died.  Then, 
we arranged for a new engine to be installed and rededicated 
it to the VA in West Palm.  Now we hear that the drivers find 
the bus too cumbersome - too big and wish to drive only the 
smaller VA busses.  The VA has asked our Post to take the bus 
back and remove it from their property.  This is not what we 
had planned and, now are seeking avenues for disposal of  the 
bus - either to sell it (first choice) or to give it away to a worthy 
organization....
M. Corbett, 
PDC, Commander

Post Updates
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Hezbollah Says it Has Doubled its 
Arsenal of Guided Missiles

In this Nov. 3, 2014, photo, Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah 
addresses supporters in the southern suburb of  Beirut, Lebanon. 
(AP Photo/Hussein Malla)

28 Dec 2020 | The Associated Press

BEIRUT  — The leader of  Lebanon's Hezbollah said Sunday 
his group now has twice as many precision-guided missiles 
as it had a year ago, saying Israel's efforts to prevent it from 
acquiring them have failed.

Hassan Nasrallah, in an end-of-year interview with the Beirut-
based Al-Mayadeen TV, said his group has the capability to 
strike anywhere in Israel and the occupied Palestinian territories.

Nasrallah said that when Israel threatened through a U.S. official 
to target a Hezbollah facility in Lebanon's eastern Bekaa region, 
his group warned it would retaliate for any such attack.

Israel has in recent months expressed concern that Hezbollah 
is trying to establish production facilities to make precision-
guided missiles.

During the four-hour interview, Nasrallah said there are many 
matters related to his group that Israel has no knowledge of  
because those are kept in a “very tight circle.”

The Iran-backed Hezbollah is a sworn enemy of  Israel, with 
which it has had a series of  confrontations, including a full-
scale war in 2006.

Nasrallah repeated vows that Iran and its allies will avenge the 
U.S. killing of  the commander of  the elite Iranian Revolutionary 
Guard, Gen. Qassim Soleimani, in a drone attack a year ago in 
Iraq.

“That revenge is coming no matter how long it takes,” he told 
Al-Mayadeen TV, sitting with a picture of  Soleimani to his left.

Nasrallah also vowed to avenge Israel's killing of  a Hezbollah 
fighter in Syria earlier this year.

Addressing the incoming U.S. administration of  President Joe 
Biden, Nasrallah said Iran would not negotiate with the U.S. 
on behalf  of  its allies or discuss conflicts in the region. He 
said Tehran would talk with Washington only about the Iranian 
nuclear deal, from which Trump withdrew.
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Fighters Launched from 
Carrier Give Cover to 

US Troops Withdrawing 
from Somalia

An F/A-18E Super Hornet launches off  of  the flight deck of  the 
aircraft carrier USS Nimitz (CVN 68) to provide close-air support 
to Operation Octave Quartz. (U.S. Navy/Mass Communication 
Specialist 3rd Class Cheyenne Geletka)

28 Dec 2020 | Military.com | By Richard Sisk

Fighter aircraft from the carrier Nimitz have been providing 
“operational and close air support” as U.S. troops withdraw 
from Somalia under threat of  possible attack from al-Shabaab 
insurgents.

Support from F/A-18 Super Hornets of  Carrier Air Wing 
17 aboard the Nimitz “allows us to maintain pressure against 
regional threats” while carrying out Operation Octave Quartz 
to relocate troops in Somalia to neighboring countries, Air 
Force Maj. Gen. Dagvin Anderson, commander of  Joint Task 
Force-Quartz, said in a statement Monday.

On Dec. 22, the Nimitz strike group was joined by the Makin 
Island Amphibious Ready Group consisting of  amphibious 
assault ship Makin Island and amphibious transport dock ships 
San Diego and Somerset, according to AFRICOM.  The ARG 
has about 2,500 Marines from the 15th Marine Expeditionary 
unit aboard.

Since the arrival of  the Nimitz strike group and the ARG, the 
U.S. has conducted at least one airstrike against the al-Qaida 
linked al-Shabaab.

The Christmas eve airstrike targeted an Al-Shabaab compound 
and the initial assessment of  the strike concluded that the 
compound was damaged “and several Al-Shabab fighters fled, 
thwarting nefarious activity,” AFRICOM said. AFRICOM did 
not state what type of  aircraft was used or where it originated.

NATO Scrambled 
Around 350 Times for 
Russian Jets in 2020

In this image made available by the Royal Air Force Monday, 
Jan. 15, 2018, two Russian Blackjack Tupolev Tu-160 long-range 
bombers are followed by an RAF Typhoon aircraft, left, scrambled 
from RAF Lossiemouth, Scotland. (Royal Air Force via AP)

29 Dec 2020 | The Associated Press 

BRUSSELS — NATO says that Russian military activity in the 
alliance’s airspace increased slightly this year as its jets across 
Europe scrambled more than 400 times to escort or shadow 
unknown aircraft.

In a statement released Monday, NATO said almost 90%, 
or about 350 of  these missions, were connected to flights by 
Russian military aircraft.

“This is a moderate increase from 2019,” NATO said. “Russian 
military aircraft often do not transmit a transponder code 
indicating their position and altitude, do not file a flight plan, 
or do not communicate with air traffic controllers, posing a 
potential risk to civilian airliners.”

NATO has two air operations centers – one in Germany, 
covering northern Europe, and one in Spain covering the south 
– which together monitor all air movements across Europe.
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New Army Cannon Hits 
Target 43 Miles Away in 

Test

The U.S. Army fired three M982A1 Excalibur weapons from its 
Extended Range Cannon Artillery prototype, with one round 
striking a direct hit on a target at a range of  43.5 miles, Dec. 19, 
2020. (U.S. Army)

23 Dec 2020 | Stars and Stripes | By John Vandiver

A U.S. Army cannon has hit a target 43.5 miles away, marking 
a milestone in the push to develop longer range artillery, the 
service said.

Three M982A1 Excalibur weapons were launched from its 
Extended Range Cannon Artillery, during a test at the Army’s 
training area in Yuma, Ariz., Army Futures Command said in 
a statement this week. The weapon hit its target on the third 
attempt.

For the Army, extending the reach of  its cannons is a priority 
as it seeks to counter advanced potential adversaries like Russia 
and China. The service is looking to develop systems that put 
Army units out of  the range of  enemy ground forces.

“I don’t think our adversaries have the ability to hit a target on 
the nose at 43 miles,” Brig. Gen. John Rafferty, director of  the 
Army’s Long-Range Precision Fires Cross Functional Team, 
told Defense News following the Saturday test.

The ERCA cannon relies on a M109A7 Paladin howitzer chassis 
and uses a 58-caliber gun tube, as opposed to the 39-caliber gun 
tube found on other howitzers.

Design work on a final version of  the cannon could be finished 
in 2021, with hopes of  fielding the weapon by 2023, the Army 
said. Service leaders have said long-range precision fires from 
ground forces are an important part of  a modernization effort 
to give forces “a decisive advantage” in future fights.

Space Force Is Getting 
Its First 2 Bases

The United Launch Alliance prepares the Delta IV rocket 
Wideband Global SATCOM WGS-10 satellite at Cape Canaveral 
Air Force Station, Fla. Complex 37 on March 15, 2019. (U.S. Air 
Force/Airman 1st Class Dalton Williams)

9 Dec 2020 Military.com | By Oriana Pawlyk

Two key Air Force bases in Florida with space missions have 
been officially redesignated as U.S. Space Force bases.

During the eighth meeting of  the National Space Council at 
Cape Canaveral, Florida, on Wednesday, Vice President Mike 
Pence said that Cape Canaveral Air Force Station and nearby 
Patrick Air Force Base will now be known as “Cape Canaveral 
Space Force Station and Patrick Space Force Base.”

Gen. John “Jay” Raymond, the head of  the Space Force, added 
via Twitter that the bases’ redesignations begin a “new era,” 
“aligning them with their critical missions.”

The renaming, however, has not yet been sanctioned by 
lawmakers.

Despite pending legislation, officials planned to press ahead 
with the redesignation announcement to coincide with the 
Space Force’s first birthday.

Earlier this year, the Space Force began redesignating Air Force 
units with a space-only mission; it said it would realign and 
rename Air Force bases to Space Force bases accordingly.

“Patrick Air Force Base may be renamed Patrick Space Base, or 
something to that effect,” Raymond said during a briefing at the 
Pentagon at the time.

Patrick is being considered as headquarters for U.S. Space 
Command, the military’s 11th unified combatant command that 
reactivated in August 2019 ahead of  the Space Force.

SPACECOM, which is temporarily housed at Peterson Air 
Force Base, Colorado, is responsible for military operations 
related to space, while the Space Force organizes and trains 
space personnel. Like the other military branches, the Space 
Force has its headquarters at the Pentagon.
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These Air Force ‘Rods from God’ 
Could Hit with the Force of a 

Nuclear Weapon

We Are The Mighty | By Blake Stilwell

The 107-country Outer Space Treaty signed in 1967 prohibits 
nuclear, biological, or chemical weapons from being placed or 
used from Earth’s orbit. What they didn’t count on was the 
U.S. Air Force’s most simple weapon ever: a tungsten rod that 
could hit a city with the explosive power of  an intercontinental 
ballistic missile.

During the Vietnam War, the U.S. used what they called “Lazy 
Dog” bombs. These were simply solid steel pieces, less than 
two inches long, fitted with fins. There was no explosive – they 
were simply dropped by the hundreds from planes flying above 
Vietnam.

Lazy Dog projectiles (aka “kinetic bombardment”) could reach 
speeds of  up to 500 mph as they fell to the ground and could 
penetrate nine inches of  concrete after being dropped from as 
little as 3,000 feet

The idea is like shooting bullets at a target, except instead of  
losing velocity as it travels, the projectile is gaining velocity and 
energy that will be expended on impact. They were shotgunning 
a large swath of  jungle, raining bullet-sized death at high speeds.

That’s how Project Thor came to be.

Instead of  hundreds of  small projectiles from a few thousand 
feet, Thor used a large projectile from a few thousand miles 
above the Earth. The “rods from God” idea was a bundle 
of  telephone-pole sized (20 feet long, one foot in diameter) 
tungsten rods, dropped from orbit, reaching a speed of  up to 
ten times the speed of  sound.

The rod itself  would penetrate hundreds of  feet into the 
Earth, destroying any potential hardened bunkers or secret 
underground sites. More than that, when the rod hits, the 
explosion would be on par with the magnitude of  a ground-
penetrating nuclear weapon – but with no fallout.

It would take 15 minutes to destroy a target with such a weapon.

Like lawn darts, but with global repercussions.

The trouble with a nuclear payload is that it isn’t designed to 
penetrate deep into the surface. And the fallout from a nuclear 
device can be devastating to surrounding, potentially friendly 
areas.

A core takeaway from the concept of  weapons like Project 
Thor’s is that hypersonic weapons pack a significant punch and 
might be the future of  global warfare.

A concept design of  Project Thor.
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Before He Was a Test Pilot, 
Chuck Yeager Was a WWII Legend

Heroic WWII fighter ace, jet pioneer and retired U.S. Air Force 
Maj. Gen. Chuck Yeager speaks about his experiences during 
his visit to Camp Buehring, Kuwait on April 12, 2012. (Raymond 
Drumsta/U.S. Army)

13 Dec 2020 | Military.com | By Richard Sisk

The term "legend" suffers from overuse, but how else to 
describe Chuck Yeager?

The retired Air Force brigadier general, who died Monday 
December 7th, at age 97, had a permanent eye twinkle and 
crinkly grin, coupled with a raspy voice right out of  the West 
Virginia hollows, that only lent to his fighter jock aura.

When he chose to, Yeager also had a direct and self-effacing way 
of  speaking about his exploits that made the hero-worshippers 
he attracted eager for more.

There was that time during World War II when Yeager, flying 
a P-51 Mustang, shot down a German Messerschmitt Me-262, 
the world's first operational jet fighter, which wreaked havoc 
on allied aircraft when introduced late in the war.  In his much-
followed Twitter feed, Yeager said in 2018, "First time I saw a 
jet, I shot it down. … [It was] not very sportsmanlike, but what 
the hell."

In his autobiography, titled simply "Yeager," he explained that 
the Me-262 had slowed down to make a landing, and he caught 
up with it as the jet was over the runway.

He is credited with shooting down 12 enemy aircraft during 
WWII, including five in one day. And he was himself  shot 
down over France, leading to yet another astonishing chapter in 
a career that had many.

The rule was that pilots who had been shot down and escaped 
couldn't be sent back into combat for fear that they would 
be shot down again and tortured to reveal the names of  
underground operatives.

Yeager and another pilot in a similar situation made enough of  
a nuisance of  themselves that they were given a meeting with 
Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower, the supreme military commander 
during the war.  An amazed Eisenhower told them, "I just 

wanted to meet two guys who think they're getting a raw deal 
being sent home," Yeager wrote in his autobiography.  He got 
the green light to fly again in the war (the only such pilot to do 
so), then went on to become a revered test pilot for the newly 
established Air Force on the strength of  his innate sense of  
what an aircraft could and couldn't do.

On Oct. 14, 1947, a B-29 bomber flying at 20,000 feet dropped 
then-Capt. Yeager and his stubby-winged, orange Bell X-1 
rocket plane over California's Mojave Desert. Yeager cranked 
it up to about 700 mph, becoming the first person to break the 
sound barrier.

His feat was immortalized in the 1979 Tom Wolfe book "The 
Right Stuff," which would later be made into a movie with the 
same name. 

Charles Elwood Yeager always maintained that he was just a 
West Virginia boy from "so far up in the hollers' that they have 
to pipe in the daylight."
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Gadsden Flag License Plate Public 
Unveiling Was Held on November 19, 2020

• At least 90% now must go to the charity (previously did not occur)
• Took 3 years to get through legislature – was the idea of  Dennis Baker – walked it through the legislature – 
largest selling plate in VA for 3 years
• FVF (Florida Veterans Foundation) founded in 2008 – by State legislature - to serve, support, and improve 
the quality of  life for vets. Last resort for vets in crisis.
• To get the plate: go to https://helpflvets.org – send in payment/get voucher/when 3k are ordered plate will 
be made and distributed

Attendees at the dedication:

Legislators attending:
• Senator Aaron Bean (R-Fernandina Beach) Sponsor of  Senate License Plate Bill (Attended virtually)
• Senator Vic Torres (D-Kissimmee) (Attending in person)
• Rep Sam Killebrew (R-Winter Haven) (Attending virtually) 

Veteran Leaders attending in person:
• Florida Veterans Foundation
 - Board of  Directors Chairman Bob Asztalos
 - President Lew Wilson
 - Board Member Don Lanman
• American Legion FL (Bruce Comer)
• Jewish War Veterans - Larry Jasper, Commander, Jewish War Veterans of  the United States, 
Department of  Florida
• Paralyzed Veterans of  America - FL Ken Weas  Government Relations Director Paralyzed Veterans of  
America, Central Florida Chapter 
• Vietnam Veterans of  America, Inc. Florida State Council - John McGinty 

https://helpflvets.org
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The 74 Religious Symbols the VA 
Will Put on Tombstones

The VA will provide a headstone for 
any eligible veteran, even if  they’re 
already in an unmarked grave, in any 
cemetery around the world. In selecting 
a headstone, the National Cemeteries 
Administration has approved 74 
possibilities to date.
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Telling the Story of the 
Jewish American Warrior

Chartered by an act of Congress in 1958, the National 
Museum of American Jewish Military History, under the 
auspices of the Jewish War Veterans of the U.S.A., 
documents and preserves the contributions of Jewish 
Americans to the peace and freedom of the United 
States, educates the public concerning the courage, 
heroism and sacrifices made by Jewish Americans who 
served in the armed forces, and works to combat anti-
Semitism.
The purpose of the Museum is to preserve a record of 
the patriotic contributions of the men and women of the 
Jewish faith who served during and between times of 

war in the Armed Forces of the United States and as veterans thereof, from the time of the founding of this country to the present, for future generations 
by illustration through public education utilizing the Museum’s collections for exhibits, publications, and educational programs.
The Museum was founded in 1958 by a group of Jewish War Veterans, who saw the value in telling the story of American Jewish Warriors.  It is located 
at 1811 R Street NW, in the historic Dupont Circle area, and it is near the Dupont Circle Metro Station, as well as having a Capital Bikeshare station 
directly in front of the museum.
The Museum is open Monday through Friday 9-5, Sundays by appointment, and admission is free. If you wish to schedule a group tour, please call 
202-265-6280 or email nmajmh@hmajmh.org.  Membership information is below and also available at nmajmh.org.

HOW ABOUT JOINING OUR MUSEUM?
Many of you know that housed in the same building as JWV National headquarters in the National Museum 
of American Jewish Military History.Our museum is a separate entity, and membership in the Jewish War 
Veterans does not include membership in the museum.  Many of our members do not know that.

JOIN THE MUSEUM
Please fill out the information below to get started on your NMAJMH 
membership  We appreciate your support and thank you for joining!

CHOOSE YOUR MEMBERHSHIP LEVEL
q Student and Active Military Personnel.................................$10
q Single Membership................................................................$25 
q Three-Year Single Membership.............................................$60 
q Family.....................................................................................$36 
q Friend.....................................................................................$50 
q Single Sustaining..................................................................$75 
q Guardian..............................................................................$100 
q Organization or Echelon....................................................$100
q Life Member (Individual)..................................................$1000 
q Life Member (Family - Member & Spouse)..................$1000
q Sponsor.............................................................................$2500 
q I am unable to join but wish to support the NMAJMH programs 
and enclose a contribution of $__________________.

Name: _______________________________________________
Street: _______________________________________________
City: _________________________________________________
State: ________________________  Zip: ___________________
Phone: _______________________________________________
Email: _______________________________________________
Member of: qJWV Post # __________ qJWVA # ___________

Method of Payment
qCheck Enclosed: Make payable to NMAJMH

qVISA    qMastercard     qDiscover        qAmerican Express
Card Number:__________________________________________
Expiration Date: _______________________________________
Cardholder Signature: ___________________________________

Please send your completed membership application to:

NMAHJMH
Attn: Memberhsip
1811 R Street, NW

Washington, DC 20009
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Name: 

Branch of Service: 

Area of Service: 

Years of Service: 

JWV Post: 

Location of Post: 
• Attach photo or email image to nmajmh@nmajmh.org

Our Heroes 
Photos

Name_______________________________________________ Phone #_______________________________

Address__________________________________________/__________________________/______/________

PAYMENT: Make checks payable to NMAJMH or provide credit card information:

Credit Card #____________________________________Exp._____ __ MC __ VISA __DISC __ AMEX 

National Museum of American Jewish Military History 
1811 R Street NW, Washington, DC 20009  •  202-265-6280  •  nmajmh.org

For a limited time only, the NMAJMH is offering a special discount for you to 
honor your hero by including his or her photo on the Our Heroes photo display 
in the museum. 

For only $100, your hero’s photo will be displayed for everyone to see that Jews 
serve with honor in defense of this nation. This is a savings of $80 off the regular 
cost of $180. 

Display includes:
1  4” x 6” photo
    B+W or color
1  Brass ID plate that 
    lists your hero’s:

• Name
• Branch of Service
• Area of Service
• Years of Service
• JWV Post # and location

(your hero does not need
to be a JWV member to
be included on the display)
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Veterans Name: _________________________________________________________

Date of Death: __________________________  Date of Birth:_____________________

Branch of Service: ________________________  Rank: _________________________

Conflict: ______________________________     Male (     )   Female  (     )

Cemetery Name: _________________________________________________________

Section #: ___________________________  Grave/Plot #: _______________________

Cemetery City & State: ____________________________________________________

Killed in Action:       (      ) No      (      ) Yes

Home State when Enlisted: _________________________________________________

Medals: ________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Jewish War Veteran:    (      ) No      (      )  Yes

Mail to:
Ms. Debra Stern

Apt. 601-D
5103 NW 35th Street

Lauderdale Lakes, FL 33319

The National Museum of American Jewish Military History is 
creating a Deceased Registry of American Jewish Veterans 
and has requested the following information:
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Updated 3/8/17 

Why you should join JWV 
1. We support American military service and the contribution of Jews in the US 

Armed Forces.  
2. We directly help, provide assistance to, and advocate for, ALL American 

veterans (all ages, races and creeds).  
3. We strengthen the network of American Jewish servicemembers and build 

community. 
 
JWV Membership provides:  

 Comradery – connecting members and patrons through local Posts across 
the USA, in Israel and online 
 Network to share and record the story of American Jewish military service; 
explore the greatest accomplishment of JWV, The National Museum of 
American Jewish Military History, in Washington, DC, to view the story! 
 Advocacy for veteran rights and benefits, civil rights, and Jewish issues at all 
levels of government, including local veteran coalitions, state legislatures, and US 
Congress. JWV’s National Executive Director is President of The Military 
Coalition, a collaborative lobbying group of 32 VSOs 
 Access to National Service Officers that help you navigate the Department 

of Veterans Affairs, access your veteran benefits and assist in benefit disputes 
 The Jewish Veteran, our national publication reporting on Jewish and veterans’ issues 
 Financial services through our long-standing partner USAA  

 

JWV Services and Programs include: 
 A network of volunteers – JWV volunteered 33,000 hours in over 80 VA 

facilities in 2016! 
 Annual Mission to Israel  
 Special attention to active duty Jewish service persons including 

donations of Jewish Bibles, ritual needs and foodstuffs to members of the 
Armed Forces 

 Education grants for active duty and veterans, as well as qualifying 
descendants of JWV members 

 Fight for earned recognition, awards, and medals for deserving service 
persons, including posthumous recognition 

 Sponsorship of Boy Scout Troops and Girl Scout Troops; recognition of 
Eagle Scouts and Gold Award winners 

 Graduation gifts and recognition for military cadets  
To join, email membership@jwv.org or call (202) 265-6280! 

Recruiting New Members and Patrons 
Is Everyone’s Job!

To fill out an online application for membership, click here.

To fill out an paper application for patron status, click here.

https://www.jwv.org/online_membership/users/membership
https://www.jwv.org/wp-content/uploads/Patron-Donor-Form-2019.pdf
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HISTORICAL EVENTS CALENDAR
January 1: 1776 - George Washington unveiled the Grand Union Flag, 
the first national flag in America.
1863 - The Emancipation Proclamation by President Abraham Lincoln 
freed the slaves in the states rebelling against the Union.
1892 - Ellis Island in New York Harbor opened. Over 20 million new 
arrivals to America were processed until its closing in 1954.
1901 - The Commonwealth of Australia was founded.
1959 - Fidel Castro seized power in Cuba
1979 - China and the U.S. established diplomatic relations, 30 years 
after the foundation of the People's Republic.
1993 - Czechoslovakia broke into separate Czech and Slovak republics.
1999 - Eleven European nations began using a new single European 
currency, the Euro
January 2: 1942 - During World War II in the Pacific, the Japanese 
captured the Philippines capital of Manila
January 3: 1790 - President George Washington delivered the first State 
of the Union address.
January 8: 1798 - The 11th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was 
ratified, preventing lawsuits against a state by anyone from another state 
or foreign nation.
January 10: 1776 - Common Sense, a fifty-page pamphlet by Thomas 
Paine, was published.
1920 - The League of Nations officially came into existence
1984 - The U.S. and Vatican established full diplomatic relations after a 
break of 116 years.
January 12: 1991 - Congress authorized the use military force against 
Iraq following its invasion of Kuwait.
January 15: 1973 - Golda Meir became the first Israeli Prime Minister to 
visit the Pope.
January 16: 1991 - The air war against Iraq began as operation Desert 
Shield became Desert Storm.
January 19: 1966 - Indira Gandhi was elected prime minister of India
1983 - Former Gestapo official Klaus Barbie, known as the "Butcher of 
Lyon," was arrested in Bolivia, South America.
January 21: 1924 - Soviet Russian leader Vladimir Lenin died of a brain 
hemorrhage.
1954 - The USS Nautilus, the world's first nuclear powered submarine, 
was launched at Groton, Connecticut.
1976 - The Concorde supersonic jet began passenger service.
January 22: 1973 - Abortion became legal in the U.S. as the Supreme 
Court decided in the case of Roe vs. Wade.
January 23: 1968 - The American ship USS Pueblo was seized by North 
Koreans in the Sea of Japan.
January 24: 1848 - The California gold rush began.
1972 - Japanese soldier Shoichi Yokoi was discovered on Guam after he 
had spent 28 years hiding out in the jungle not knowing World War II had 
long since ended.
January 27: 1945 - The Russian Army liberated Auschwitz death camp.
1967 - Three American astronauts were killed as a fire erupted inside 
Apollo 1 during a launch simulation test at Cape Kennedy, Florida.
1973 - U.S. involvement in the Vietnam War ended as North Vietnamese 
and American representatives signed an agreement in Paris. 
January 28: 1915 - The U.S. Coast Guard was created by an Act of 
Congress.
1986 - The U.S. Space Shuttle Challenger exploded 74 seconds into its 
flight.
January 29: 1919 - The 18th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution 
(Prohibition Amendment) was ratified.
January 30: 1968 - Tet Offensive began in Vietnam as North 
Vietnamese troops attacked 36 provincial capitals and 5 major cities in 
South Vietnam.
February 1: 2003 - Space Shuttle Columbia broke apart in flight over 
west Texas, killing all seven crew members. 

February 3: 1870 - The 15th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was 
ratified, guaranteeing the right of citizens to vote, regardless of race, 
color, or previous condition of servitude.
1943 -  An extraordinary act of heroism in the icy waters off Greenland 
after the U.S. transport ship Dorchester was hit by a German torpedo 
and began to sink rapidly. There were not enough life jackets and 
four U.S. Army chaplains on board removed theirs, handed them to 
frightened young soldiers, and chose to go down with the ship while 
praying.
February 9: 1943 - U.S. troops captured Guadalcanal after six months 
of battle; 9,000 Japanese and 2,000 Americans killed. 
February 14: 1849 - Photographer Mathew Brady took the first 
photograph of a U.S. President in office, James Polk.
February 15: 1898 - In Havana, the U.S. Battleship Maine was blown 
up while at anchor and quickly sank with 260 crew members lost. The 
incident resulted in a declaration of war against Spain on April 25, 1898; 
"Remember the Maine!" 
February 17: 1989 - Soviet Russia completed its military withdrawal 
from Afghanistan after nine years of unsuccessful involvement.
1869 - The Suez Canal was formally opened after more than 10 years of 
construction.
February 19: 1942 - Internment of Japanese Americans began.
February 20: 1962 - Astronaut John Glenn became the first American 
launched into orbit.
February 23: 1991 - In Desert Storm, the Allied ground offensive began 
February 26: 1848 - The Communist Manifesto pamphlet was published 
by two young socialists, Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels. It advocated the 
abolition of all private property and a system in which workers own all 
means of production, land, factories, and machinery. 
February 27: 1991 -  In Desert Storm, the 100-hour ground war ended 
as Allied troops entered Kuwait.
February 28: 1994 - NATO conducted its first combat action in its 
45-year history as four Bosnian Serb jets were shot down by American 
fighters in a no-fly zone.
March 1: 1781 - Formal ratification of the Articles of Confederation was 
announced by Congress. 
March 4: 1789 - The first meeting of the new Congress under the new 
U.S. Constitution took place in New York City. 
March 5: 1770 - The Boston Massacre: a group of rowdy Americans 
harassed British soldiers who then opened fire .
March 6: 1836 - Fort Alamo fell to Mexican troops led by General Santa 
Anna. 
March 10: 1862 – The first issue of U.S. government paper money 
occurred.
March 11: 1918 - The 'Spanish' influenza first reached America as 107 
soldiers become sick at Fort Riley, Kansas. One quarter of the U.S. 
population eventually became ill from the deadly virus, resulting in 
500,000 deaths. The death toll worldwide approached 22 million by the 
end of 1920.
March 13: 1943 - A plot to kill Hitler by German army officers failed 
as a bomb planted aboard his plane failed to explode due to a faulty 
detonator.
March 16: 1968 - During the Vietnam War, the My Lai Massacre 
occurred.
March 20: 1995 - A nerve gas attack occurred on the Tokyo subway 
system during rush hour
March 23: 1775 - Patrick Henry ignited the American Revolution with 
a speech at the Virginia convention in Richmond, stating, "I know not 
what course others may take; but as for me, give me liberty, or give me 
death!" 
March 26: 1979 – The Camp David Accord ended 30 years of warfare 
between Israel and Egypt. 


